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26. It is amazing to obferve in how fmall a portion of
glafs a great electrical force may lie. A thin glafs bubble
about an inch diameter, weighing only fix grains, being
half filled with water, partly gilt on the outfide, and fur-
nith’d with a wire hook, gives, when eleGrified, as great
a fthock as a man can well bear. As the glafs is thickeft
near the orifice, I fuppofe the lower half, which being gilt
was electrified and gave the fhock, did not exceed two
grains ; for it appeared, when broke, much thinner than
the upper half.—If one of thefe thin bottles be eleGrified
by the coating, and the fpark taken out through the gilding,
it will break the glafs inwards, at the fame time that it
breaks the gilding outwards.

27. And allowing (for the reafons before given, §. 8, (o}
10.) that there is no more electrical fire in a bottle after
charging, than before, how great muft be the quantity in
this {fmall portion of glafs ! It feems as if it were of its very
fubftance and eflfence. Perhaps if that due quantity of
elettrical fire {o obftinately retained by glafs, could be
feparated from it, it would no longer be glafs; it might
lofe its tranfparency, or its brittlenefs, or its elafticity.—
Experiments may poflibly be invented hereafter, to dif-
cover this,

27. We were furprifed at the aceount given in Mr 72+
Jon’s book, of a fhock communicated through a great fpace
of dry ground, and fufpe@ there muft be fome metalline
quality in the gravel of that ground ; having found that
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