36 New Experiments and

fimple dry earth, rammed in a glafs tube, open at both
ends, and a wire hook inferted in the earth at each end, the
earth and wires making part of a circle, would not con-
duc the leaft perceptible fhock, and indeed when one
wire was ele&rified, the other hardly thowed any figns of
its being in conne@ion with it*. Even a thoroughly
wet pack-thread fometimes fails of conducing a thock,
though it otherwife conducts Ele&ricity very well. A dry
cake of ice, or an icicle held between two in a circle, like-
wife prevents the fhock, which one would not expedt, as
water condués it {o perfe@tly well.—Gilding on a new
book, theugh at firft it conducts the fhock extremely well,
yet fails after ten or a dozen experiments, though it ap-
pears otherwife in all refpets the fame, which we cannot
account for .

28. There is one experiment more which furprizes us,
and is not hitherto fatisfattorily accounted for ; it is this :
Place an iron fhot on a glafs ftand, and let a ball of damp
cork, fufpended by a filk thread, hang in conta& with the
fhot. Take a bottle in each hand, one that is eleGrified
through the hook, the other through the coating: Apply
the giving wire tothe fhot, which will ele€trify it pofitive-

* Probably the ground is never fo dry.

+ We afterwards found that it failed after one ftroke with a large bot-
tle ; and the continuity of the gold appearing broken, and many of its parts
diffipated, the Elecricity could not pafs the remaining parts without leaping
from part to part through the air, which always refifts the motion of this
fluid, and was probably the caufe of the Zold’s not conduiting fo well as
before.
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