38 New Experimenis and

dinner by the electrical frock, and roafted by the eleciric al
jack, before a fire kindled by the electrified bottle : when
the healths of all the famous eleGricians in England, Hol-
land, France, and Germany, are to be drank in * electrified

bumpers, under the difcharge of guns from the electrical
battery.

(hall here deferibe it.—Two iron rods, about three feet long, were planted
juft within the margin of the river, on the oppofite fides. A thick piece of
wire, with a {mall round knob at its end, was fixed to the top of one of the
rods, bending downwards, fo asto deliver commodioufly the fpark upon the
furface of the fpirit. A fmall wire faftened by one end to the handle of the
fpoon, containing the fpirit, was carried a-crofs the river, and fupported in
the air by the rope commonly ufed to hold by, in drawing the ferry-boats o-
ver. The other end of this wire was tied round the coating of the bottle 5
which being charged, the fpark was delivered from the hook to the top of the
rod ftanding in the water on that fide. Atthe fame inftant the rod on the
other fide delivered afpark into the fpoon, and fired the fpirit. The eleétric
fire returning to the coating of the bottle, through the handle of the fpoon
and the fupported wire conneéted with them.

That the elecric fire thus a&ually paffes through the water, has fince
been fatisfa&onily demonftrated to many by an experiment of Mr Kinner-
fley’s, performed ina trough of water about tenfeet long. Thehand being
placed under water in the direction of the fpark (which always takes the
firait or fhorteft courfe) is ftruck and penetrated by it as it padles.

* An eletrified bumper is a fmall thin glafs tumbler, near filled with
wine, and ele&rified as the bottle. This when brought to the lips gives
a fhock, if the party be clofe fhaved, and does not breathe on the liquor.
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